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<Laos CSG>

Department of forestry, Lao PDR would like to provide you some information concern
with legal timber and timber products to your questionnaire by referring to the
attached temperate. Before that we would like to inform you about general
information on the responsibility of ministry as well as the ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry will responsible for managing forests and timber; ministry of Industry and
Commerce will responsible for timber products and export. So, please see details

below:

1. General aspects.

1.1. How are forests classified according to the ownership (public, private, indigenous,
etc.)? what is percentage for each classification?

- In general, forest areas in Lao PDR is own by government 100%.

1.2. How do you classify forests by types (protected forest, product forest, etc.)?

- Forest areas in Lao PDR are divided in three categories, there are Protection

Forest, Conservation Forest and Production Forest.

1.3. Who is in the charge of the management of forest? Which department is in
charge of the system on restriction of illegal logging and associate Trade, and

what is their contract information?

- Department of Forestry (center level); Provincial Forestry Section (provincial

level) and District Forestry Unit (district level).3

3) Lao government assigns The Ministry of Agriculture and forestry in collaboration with two ministries
concern to lead for management and protection of forest:

- The Ministry of Agriculture and forestry take responsibility for surveys, harvesting and hauling
logging to log yard I and II.

- The Ministry of Industry and Commerce being responsible for auction of logging and making contract
buyer-seller.

- The Ministry of Finance maintain revenue from selling logging kept in government budget .



2. Aspects related to harvesting permission licenses and permits.

2.1. Do you have any laws to approve or regulate felling? If any, what are the
specific articles?

- Annual logging plans shall be approved by the National Assembly based on the
proposal made by the government, forestry law 06/NA 2007, article 49.

+ including regions where harvesting is prohibited and timber species to be

protected.

Preservation of tree and NTFP species, particularly the species that become rare and
are at risk of extinction in natural forests such as May Dou Lai (Pterocarpus
macrocarpus sp.), May Kha Nhoung (Dalbergia cochinchinensis), May Khamphi
(Dalbergia bariensis), May Long Leng (Cunninghamia sinensis)........ and other species
defined by the State, is encouraged to increase and enrich the species, forestry law
06/NA 2007, article 27.

What are the procedures and requirements for harvesting based on forest ownership
and types?

- District forestry unit (DFU) and Provincial forestry section (PFS) prepared logging
planning which approved by PAFO and submit to department of forestry (DOF).

- DOF reviews and report to Ministry of Agriculture and forestry (MAF) for
consideration and approval by Government and Government will submit the

proposal to National Assembly for approval.

Do you have any system or documents to verify legal harvest?

- The DOF is storage document hardcopy and softcopy.



How is the system managed?

- The DOF database management system.

How do you verify the authenticity of the issued documents?
- Checking all documents concerned.

- Which ministry and institution in charge of this and who is the person in charge?

Please inform their contract information.

- MAF, DOF and PFS.

3. Aspects Related to Internationally Accepted Certification.

3.1. Do you have certification system (FM or COC) in your country which are
accepted internationally to prove legality of timber or timber products, for
example, FSC or PEFC?

- FM-FSC.

What is the certification agency?

- Rian Forest Alliance (RA).

How much is the forest area for such certifications?

- 10,000 ha and will expand more.



4. Mutually Recognized Certification through bilateral Negotiation

4.1. Do you have your own national or private certification system to prove legality
of timber or timber products?

- Technical Guidelines.

How are they managed in order to ensure reliability of the certification system?

- Checking all documents concerned.

What system or document verifies the certification details?

- Guidelines on Chain of Custody (CoC) Control of Timber Harvesting &Transport
in Production Forest, No 0962/DoF, dated 9, April 2010.

How can the authenticity of certification details be verified?

- Checking the compliance with CoC guidelines and the notification No. 0002/MOIC.
Date 03 Jan 2018.

How much is the forest area for each certification system?

- Only FM-FSC 10,000 ha.

_‘IO_



5. Other Aspects Regarding Harvest Legality Verification.

5.1. Do you have your own distinct system in < Country Name > to prove legality of

timber or timber products, other than those mentioned above?

- No.

How are they managed in order to ensure reliability? N/A
How can they verify the legality of timber or timber products? N/A
How much is the forest area in which the system are applied? N/A

Are those systems of < Country Name > accepted in other countries? N/A

6. Other

6.1. Do you have any law for mission or regulation of processing and exporting
legally harvested hardwood and legally imported timber or timber products in <
Country Name >?

- Processing Industry law.

What are the specific provisions?

- Notification No. 0002/MOIC. Date 03 Jan 2018.

Do you have any systems or documents that can verify legal processing and

exporting?

- Follows the Laws and regulations.

_‘I‘I_



How can authenticity of the systems and documents be verified?

- Follows the Laws and regulations.

In case of exporting combined and processed imported and domestic raw materials
such as flitches, glued laminated timber, laminated floorboard, plywood, furniture, do
you have any systems or documents that can verify the content and legality of the

imported and domestic raw materials?

- Yes.

Do you have private or non-governmental organizations are involved in illegally
harvested timber trade prohibition systems, such as verification of legality of exported
and imported timber or timber products, tracking background of supply change and
identification of legality?

- There are several projects intend to develop systems ‘on going’ .
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