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I General Aspects \

How are forests classified according to the ownership (public, private,

indigenous, etc.)? What is the percentage for each classification?

Approx 30% state.

Most of the forest area is composed of non-native forestry species but

managed as naturalised forest.

How do you classify forests by types (protected forest, production forest,

etc.)?

We report of forest type according to UN FAO definitions

Who is in charge of the management of forests? Which department is in
charge of the system on Resriction of Illegal logging and Associate Trade,

and what is their contact information?

The Forestry Commission www.forestry.gov.uk




I Aspects Related to Harvesting Permission Licences and Permits

Do you have any laws to approve or regulate felling? If any, what are the

specific articles?

The principal legislation in the UK are the Forestry Acts. These give the
government the right to regulate felling through felling licences, which is a
statutory instrument. Licences are normally issued subject to replanting
conditions so the forest area will not diminish. There is a strong presumption

against any deforestation.

What are the procedures and requirements for harvesting based on forest

ownership and types?

All harvesting (felling) requires authorisation — regardless of what sort of forest
it is and who owns it. The exception is for state owned forests (about 30%)
which have a system of forest plans which have to be approved by the

regulator

- Do you have any system or documents to verify legal harvest?

Yes — the felling licence - see above. For larger forests, the felling licence is

normally incorporated into a wider forest plan.

- How is the system managed?

By government offices. They assess whether a proposal to fell and replant
meets the principles of sustainable forest management as defined by

international agreement and expressed in the ‘UK Forestry Standard” - that

_‘IO_



defines what is required in practice

- How do you verify the authenticity of the issued documents?

We have no reason to believe that any documents are not authentic. When
harvesting occurs it is noticed and if the documents were not genuine the

culprit would be quickly identified .

- Which ministry and institution in charge of this, and who is the person

in charge? Please inform their contact information.

The Forestry Commission is the Government Department of forestry. However
felling control is devolved to regional / country-level government in England,

Scotland ,Wales and Northern Ireland.
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I Aspects Related to Internationally Accepted Certification

Do you apply Certification Systems (FM or CoC) in your country which are
accepted internationally to prove legality of timber or timber products, for
example, FSC or PEFC?

About 80% of timber grown in the UK, (ncluding all state forests), is
independently certified to either FSC or PEFC.

- What is the certification agency?

Certification is carried out by independent certification bodies.

- How much is the forest area for such certifications?

Most of the managed woodlands in larger forest areas is certified about 48%
overall. Non-certified woods tend to be small and scattered in farmland and

many are not managed at all.
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I Mutually Recognized Certification through Bilateral Negotiation

Do you have your own national or private certification system to prove

legality of timber or timber products?

No national system — but woodland activities need to meet the requirements of

the UK Forestry Standard : www.forestry.gov.uk

- How are they managed in order to ensure reliability of the certification

system?

Certification is independent of government and has its own control systems

- What system or document verifies the certification details?

- How can the authenticity of certification details be verified?

- How much is the forest area for each certification system?
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I Other Aspects Regarding Harvest Legality Verification

Do you have your own distinct systems in the UK to prove legality of

timber or timber products, other than those mentioned above?

As well as the felling licence system, all timber put on the market has to meet

the legality requirements of the EU Timber Regulation.

- How are they managed in order to ensure reliability?

Both felling licences and the EU Timber Regulation are policed - and there

are several prosecutions each year.

- How can they verify the legality of timber or timber products?

Through legal authority to fell.

- How much is the forest area in which the systems are applied?

All the forest area - although in the 30% that is state-owned, arrangements

are streamlined

- Are those systems of UK accepted in other countries?

Yes
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I Others \

Do you have any law for permission or regulation of processing and
exporting legally harvested hardwood and legally imported timber or timber
products in UK?

Yes - all timber and timber products have to meet the EU Timber Regulation

- What are the specific provisions?

Mainly they are contained within the licencing system - authority is required

for any felling to take place

- Do you have any systems or documents that can verify legal processing

and exporting?

The Felling Licence

- How can authenticity of the systems and documents be verified?

By checking the licence.

- In case of exporting combined and processed imported and domestic raw
materials such as flitches, glued laminated timber, laminated floorboard,
plywood, furniture, do you have any systems or documents that can
verify the content and legality of the imported and domestic raw

materials?
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Do you have private or non-governmental organizations are involved in
lllegally Harvested Timber Trade Prohibition Systems, such as verification of
legality of exported and imported timber or timber products, tracking
background of supply chain and identification of legality?

This is not required in the UK. We estimate illegal felling to be significantly
less than 1% of that harvested. And both independent major certification

schemes regard the UK as a ‘Low Risk Country’ .

I Attachments \

Please submit additional information for mutual understanding and samples of
documents related to questions above (permit for felling, processing company

certificate, export permit, certification of authentication, etc.).
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